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| would like to take this opportunity to express my
sincere thanks to all the brothers and sisters in the
congregation who prayed for me and my family. It
has been a long and difficult year for us, but | believe
God has always been there with me and my family. |
would not be here if God did not hear your prayers,
and the power of prayer brings miracles. Do you
believe in miracles? | would like to share with you
the two miracles | experienced over the past year —
(1) the birth of my premature baby; and (2) the heal-
ing of my cancer.

It was in August of 2014 when | was at 20 weeks
pregnant that | went into the emergency room at
my local hospital with severe pain. The pain was so
strong that | was not able to walk. Within 24 hours,
my obstetrician performed an emergency surgery
and discovered that | instead had a cancerous tumor
on my left ovary. He was not able to remove the
tumor because it was not his field of expertise and
he did not feel comfortable making a cut to the
tumor for fear that it may spread to other parts of
the body.

According to “The Oncologist” — the official journal
of the Society for translational oncology, the clear
cell carcinoma type consists of less than 5% of all
ovarian malignancies, ranging between 3.7% to
12.1% of all epithelial ovarian cancers, and most
known to be highly aggressive. Since it’s a rare can-
cer type, there is not much past extensive research
written about it and there is no cure. The survival
rates for advanced stages of this cancer type have
been less than 50% the first year with even lower
rates after 5 years.

The God who hears prayers and performs miracles
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There were no early warning signs, and just like that,
my whole world came crashing down on me. | cried
for days, every time | thought about it, | cried. There
was nothing | could do, nor can any other person do
to change the situation | was placed in. Eventually, |
came to accept that God gave me this trial and that
is His will.

After my obstetrician gave me the “bad news”, | was
worried about finding the right doctors to treat my
condition. My obstetrician referred me to see the
specialists at Jefferson University Hospital. All the
doctors that | consulted with asked me if | still want-
ed to continue with the pregnancy, or terminate it
so that they could treat me and the cancer right
away. The choice was between my life, or the ba-
by’s life that has not even been born yet.

What would you choose? | want so much to live old
enough to see my children grow up, and it made me
cry just thinking about them growing up without a
mother. Then | remembered we had to make a simi-
lar decision with my second child when we learned
that she had a high risk being born with Down Syn-
drome. We were at the prenatal unit at the time
and were ready to go through with the Amniocen-
tesis procedure in order to genetically confirm the
preliminary findings. Benny and | took a moment to
pray after speaking with the family counselor who
explained the procedure for us and the risks in-
volved. If I had gone through with the procedure,
there is a chance that | could have had a miscarriage.
At the last minute, Benny asked me if we would love
the baby any less no matter what it turned out to be.
At that moment, we lifted everything to God, placed
our faith in Him, and asked God to make this baby a
blessing to us and everyone around it.

This time, | told the doctors that as a mother, I've
heard the baby’s heartbeat and | felt her move in my
tummy. The baby deserves a chance at life, so | told
the doctors that we have to save the baby.
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My heart was in tears, but | felt the peace of God in
me because |

knew that at least the baby has a chance at life even
if  had to give up my life. After all, Jesus sacrificed
himself for all of us.

So | made my case even more challenging for the
doctors — now they have two lives to save instead of
one life. There’s nothing that we could do except to
pray and depend on God, and rely solely on Him. In
my heart, | believe God would not put me through
this trial if He knew that we would not be able to
overcome it. | was not alone. God was watching me
the whole time. And true to His promise, God gave
me the best team of doctors at Jefferson to treat my
pregnancy and my cancer. All the doctors that treat-
ed me were each the Directors in their specialized
department. Not long after | started chemo therapy
that my body developed pre-eclampsia and could no
longer support the baby inside me. At exactly 31
weeks into my pregnancy, Anna was born by c-
section at 1 Ib-13 oz, and 12 inches long. Usually, a
child born that early requires a lot of life support and
medical attention. However, Anna came out as per-
fect as can be, so innocent and so peaceful. She was
healthy and had no defects anywhere on her body at
the surprise of the doctors and nurses. However,
she was required to stay in the Nic-U for two months
until she weighed enough to come home. Every day,
we praise and thank God for his love and faithfulness
to His children.

Then, it was my turn. When | was carrying the baby,
| had a purpose and that was to stay strong so that
the baby can survive. After | gave birth to Anna, | felt
weak, alone and scared. One night, a couple days
after the c-section, as | lay alone on the hospital bed,
| felt a chill in my body and | thought was going to
die. | grew scared of what’s to come of me. Will | be
able to survive the cancer? Each day, my cancer
grew bigger and a second tumor developed right be-
low the first tumor. | had our lawyer prepare my last
will and advance directive, and | even started plan-
ning my own funeral. Later on, | read a message in
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my daily devotion that reminded me not to be afraid
because God is with me. Isaiah 41:10 says, “So do
not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for |
am your God. | will strengthen you and help you; |
will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” And |
prayed to God and confessed that | knew | have not
been the good Christian that | should have been, and
| broke down and asked for his forgiveness of my
sins. | asked Him to help me even though | know |
am not worthy as a sinner, and | asked for his pres-
ence and comfort so that | can stay strong for my
family and not be discouraged by my fears.

My surgery took 11 hours and 3 specialized doctors
to remove the

tumors. After 2 days of sedation, | became aware
that | survived the surgery. When my oncology doc-
tor came to visit me in my hospital room, | remem-
bered he said to me, “it was very messy, and | did a
lot of scraping, a lot of scraping, but | got it all.”

| finished 6 cycles of dose dense chemo therapy in
April 2015, followed by 6 weeks of radiation therapy
in July 2015. Praise God, my cancer is now in remis-
sion! | am trying to recover from my fourth surgery
to put my body back together, which has not been
going smoothly so far. However, | know and | trust
that in time, God will take care of that too because
He is a faithful God who always keeps his promises
to all those who believe in Him.

Through this difficult time, our family learned so
much and grew even closer together in love for each
other and Faith in God. Benny now appreciates
what a mom does as he had to take care of the fami-
ly when | no longer can. | learned to appreciate Ben-
ny so much just for being there for me and the fami-
ly and to give me encouragement every day, even in
the darkest days when my body felt so weak. And
my two older children learned to pray for each oth-
er, and learned how to take care of baby Anna. | be-
lieve that God allowed us to walk through the valley
of the shadow of death so that we can understand
and realize the countless blessings he has shown us
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and how fragile that each of our life can be. Please
continue to keep my recovery and our family in your
prayers. Thank you again for reading my testimony
and | wish you all have a memorable and wonderful
Thanksgiving.

He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways
are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright
and just is he. (Deuteronomy 32:4)
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http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/32-4.htm

